News

by Dlancestry

The Ithaca Journal (Ithaca, New York) -

17 May 2010, Mon -

Page 7

Downloaded on Jan 4, 2020

ithacajournal.com | Monday, May 17, 2010

NATION 7

Vatican to claim blshops are not its employees

The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — The Vati-
can on Monday will make its most
detailed defense yet against claims
that it is liable for U.S. bishops who
allowed  priests to molest chl.ldren,

and that a 1962 Vatican document
did not require them to keep quiet,
The Associated Press has learned.
The Vatican will make the argu-
me&!sin@moﬁontodismissafed-

for —barred

thorities,” Lenatold The

blshupsfmmtepomngabusetopo-
If_nasaldSundaytherelsnom-

AP.
The document describes how
church auv.hom should deal pro-

gagstheblshoplsrelevantandma-

TheHolySeelstrymgtofendoﬂ'
the first US, casetoreachtheshge

f abuse of chil-

of whether victims ac-

to the archdiocese in question —
much less used — and that regard-
less it didn’t mandate that bishops
not report abusive pnests

d.renbypnests.usawhereseus

solicitedinth
ucularlyhemouscnmeundexcanon
law — and cases of h

tually have a claim against the Vati-
can itself for negligence for the fail-
ure. of bishops to alert police or the

\bout Roman Catholic priest

The Vatican is seeking to dismiss
the suit before Pope Benedict XYI

poenaed.
Itsmotionisbeingclosely watched
as the clerical abuse scandal swirls
dthe Holy See, sincethe court’s
eventual decision could have impli-

Lena said the lity im-
posed by Crimen did not trump civ-
illaw and was applied only in formal
canomczl processes, which blshnps

and bestiali

Theattorneybehind the Kentucky
case, William McMurry, saidinare-
cent emall that the document is “a

filed in Louisville, Ky., but it could
affect other efforts to sue the Holy
See.

The Vatican’s U.S. attorney, Jef-
frey Lena, said it will include a re-
sponse to claims that the 1962 docu-

difthere
was a conflict with repomng laws.
“Ttisi that peopl

“It’s evidence of a ‘written’ policy
that d ds no mention be made

par-
ticularly people who have suffered
abuse —know that, contrary to what

by a bishop of priest sex abuse,” he
said. “Since our case, and no other,
isaboutholdi

s’ lawy
tently told the media, the canon law

ment“CrimenSollicitationis”—Latin ~ did not bar reporting of these crimes

able for the bishops’ fal.lure toreport
to civil authorities, any policy that

‘who molested children.
‘Thecasewasfiledin2004by three
men who claim they were abused by
priests decades ago and claim negli-
gence by the Vatican. McMurry is
seeking class-action status for the
case, saying there are thousands of
victims across the country. McMur-

alawsuitnamingtop Vat-
ican officials that was recently filed
inWisconsinandanotheroneinOre-
gon is pending before the Supreme
Court.

‘The Vatican is expected to assert
that bishops aren’t its employees be-
causethey aren’t paid by Rome, don’t
act on Rome’s behalf and aren't con-

'.i’ms who settled with the Archcii.o-
cese of Louisville in 2003 for $253
million.

A daobe.d

y by the pope —fac-
tors courtsuse todetermine whether
employers are liable for the actions
oftheiremployees, Lenatold The AP.
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