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towards protecting the foundation of
police officers by reprimanding the
reckless actions of Brett Hankison, who
sprayed bullets into Taylor’s home. And
yet, Hankison is just one police officer.
His deplorable actions should not write
the narrative for all police officers. If
federal prosecutors decide to retry Han-
kison, I hope the jurors will recognize
the atrocity in his actions and convict
him.

Consider the case of my father. At the
time of Taylor’s murder, I reflected on
the dynamic between police officers and
Black people. As I considered my fa-
ther’s identity, as both a Black person
and a police officer, I imagined the diffi-
culty of that intersectional identity.
Seeing people on the news who look like
you die by the hands of those wearing
the same uniform as you is not an easy
reality to accept.

My dad retired and became 
a criminal justice professor

That’s why my father now works as a
professor at the only historically Black
university in Kentucky. 

After serving as a trooper, he ob-
tained a doctorate in criminal justice to
give back to the community that ignited
his love for social and racial justice.
Through his work, my dad attempts to
bridge the gap between police officers
and the Black community.

My father’s identity as a Black man
and a police officer allows him to under-
stand the importance of police reform
and how diversity recruitment and rep-
resentative community policing can
unify police officers and the Black com-
munity. If the culture of policing can
change, then the outcome of interac-
tions between minorities and police can
change as well. 

His perspective inspired me to think
of police brutality as a catalyst for police
reform rather than a solidified mon-
strosity of evil that can only be changed
by abolishing the police.

Louisville needs police reform 
and reparations for brutality

Solace between the Black communi-
ty and police officers can only exist with
internal police reform and external legal
reparation. Only reform and reparation
can dwindle the occurrences of police
brutality against Black women, a reality
that scares me to admit is prevalent in
society today.

I support my Black brothers and sis-
ters and will continue to fight for our
protection in society. 

I also support those who wear blue
uniforms and leave their families every
day to protect our communities. You can
still be Black and support the blue by not
condoning bad conduct by law enforce-
ment but supporting those who put
their lives on the line to keep us safe. 

Don’t listen when society tells you to
“choose a side.” You can stand in the
“navy area” and still participate in con-
versations about police reform.

Anna Williams (she/her/hers) is a
third-year English and political science
student at the University of Louisville.
Anna writes creatively for the Louisville
chapter of the National Association of
Black Journalists and as an opinion
writer for UofL’s student newspaper The
Louisville Cardinal.
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When I heard news of the Brett Han-
kison trial, I found myself at a cross-
roads of identity. I am a young Black
woman who supports the police be-
cause I am the daughter of a retired,
Black, Kentucky State Police Major. I
will always respect how my dad spent
25 years sacrificing his life for the bet-
terment of our community, and yet I will
never condone police brutality, most
frequently and disproportionately
against people of color. Rather than
fully supporting the Black or blue side —
as society pressures me to do — my
identity is caught in the middle of what I
call the “navy area.” Being “navy” means
that you support law enforcement’s ef-
forts to establish safer communities but
also recognize the rise of police brutality
against the Black community.

Breonna Taylor’s murder made 
me question my identity and
safety as a Black woman

The night of March 13, 2020, in Louis-
ville, Kentucky, was especially disturb-
ing for me as a Black woman. The fact
that Breonna Taylor, a woman who
looked like me, was murdered in her
home left me fearful. This traumatizing
event made me question if my identity
as a Black woman was enough to war-
rant my death by the hands of those
who were supposed to “protect” me.
When my friends started protesting
against the police in downtown Louis-
ville, I couldn’t begin to decide whether I
should join them. I still believed that the
police were fundamentally protective,
even as this new, deeper fear manifes-
ted. 

The tension between the Black com-
munity and police officers is under-
standable. Over the years, many Black
people have fallen victim to police bru-
tality, and the interactions between
Black people and police officers have
raised questions on whether the police
are protecting or punishing us.

Brett Hankison is just one police
officer. My father is not like him.

The United States government be-
lieves the same notion and is working

Anna Williams with her father, who is a retired Kentucky State Police major.
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reach middle age, few are ready to tell
their stories. Our experience in 2003
representing middle-aged survivors
and young adults confirmed that break-
ing the ice of silence is a slow process.

Sadly, our laws do not recognize this
broadly-accepted fact.

Today, survivors who were abused in
their 20s, and are now in their 40s only
just now gathered the courage to come
forward and seek legal remedies. Unfor-
tunately, I have to watch their tears fall
as I explain that survivors had only until
age 28 to file suit against the Archdio-
cese. 

You can imagine the anguish when,
after years of gathering the courage to

speak, a survivor discovers their path to
justice has been closed for good.

Statutes of limitation 
rob survivors of justice 

Since the beginning of our nation-
wide awareness of the Catholic priest
child sexual abuse crisis, many predom-
inantly Catholic communities have lob-
bied their legislatures to abolish the
statute of limitations in child sexual
abuse cases. But the perpetrators are
smart and cunning. They are well aware
of the statistics proving that most vic-
tims will live their early to mid-adult
lives in silence. This is proven true in my

interviews of thousands of victims over
the last 20 years.

When deciding the fate of the statute
of limitations in cases of child sexual
abuse, our Legislature must ask itself a
simple question: what does it value
most? The lives of child victims, or the
riches of immense institutions? 

Only by eliminating the statute of
limitations can we hope to restore the
dignity of those most wronged among
us.

William F. McMurry is a Board Certi-
fied Trial Specialist in legal malpractice
and medical malpractice, licensed in
Kentucky, North Carolina and Florida.
He lives in Louisville.
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Twenty years ago, my partners and I
achieved a historic settlement against
the Archdiocese of Louisville on behalf
of 243 men and women sexually abused
during their childhood. In the months
following the April 2002 filing of that
lawsuit, these brave survivors stood tall
before the cameras and shared their sto-
ries to an audience who initially refused
to accept that these horrors were true.

By September 2002, after 100 survi-
vors had stepped out of the shadows,
our community could no longer deny
the revelation: 34 priests, including one
Kentucky bishop, abused many hun-
dreds of children over 50 years. 

Because the Archdiocese of Louis-
ville settled but did not admit liability,
our community was left to see if our jus-
tice system could prevent further horrif-
ic abuses of children.

In 2003, the time limit for people in
Kentucky to sue over abuses occurring
during their childhood was age 19. Only
one exception to this rule existed: a vic-
tim could bring suit against the employ-
er of a predator after the time limit only
if the employer fraudulently concealed
their employee’s history of abuse. After
2003, minor extensions were made to
this time limit allowing adults abused as
children to file by their 28th birthday.
Today, the fraudulent concealment ex-
ception no longer applies to extend this
statute of limitations.

Child sex abuse survivors rarely
disclose before adulthood 

While the Legislature was proud of
this achievement, it completely ignored
social science: until child survivors
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