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Jefferson County Public Schools pays
$550K to resolve sex assault claim

FROM THE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOUISVILLE — Jef-
ferson County Public
Schools has paid a fam-
ily $500,000 to resolve a
claim of negligence after
an autistic teenager with
the mental capacity of a
3-year-old was sexually
assaulted on a school bus.

The Courier Journal
reported the payment cit-
ing a document obtained
this month under the Ken-
tucky Open Records Act.

The family’s attorney
is William McMurry and

he says the assault last
year was preventable. The
boy’s mother had request-
ed a special-needs trans-
portation aide to ride the
bus with her son, but the
district said no, according
to school district emails
McMurry provided.

The school district
denied liability in settle-
ment documents. District
spokeswoman Allison
Martin said most buses
carrying specialneeds stu-
dents are assigned a “spe-
cial-needs transportation
assistant,” but district pol-

icy requires them only if a
student has medical needs
or requires help getting on
or off the bus.
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