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Livingston man’s estate
gets $1.5 million in suit

Associated Press

PADUCAH, Ky. — The estate of a
Livingston County man has won a
$1.5 million settlement from Lourdes
Hospital and a Paducah physician.

e settlement cancels the trial of a
malpractice suit against Dr. Joseph
Curtsinger that was scheduled to be-
gin today in U.S. District Court.

The suit arose when the estate of
tmayCCNUCh og lg;x:'dthland all

at Curtsinger del an operation,
allowing a fatal gangrene infgtion to
develop. The plaintiffs also alleged
that the hospital was negligent for is-
suing credentials to Curtsinger. Both
denied wrongdoing.

Crouch’s estate alleged that Curt-
singer’s battle at the same time with
the hospital over a peer-review report
had left the doctor distraught and that
the h::Pital negligently left him on
the staff.

The peer-review report on Curt-
singer cleared hiru of any wrongdoing
in another case, but a minority report
;lr; the files allegedly was critical of

m.

Curtsinger sued the hospital, alleg-
ing that it had allowed William
McMurry, a Louisville attorney repre-
senting Crouch’s estate, to review the
report. The doctor had asked that he
be allowed to see the critical report
also, but his request was denied last
November in McCracken Circuit
Court. Curtsinger’s lawyer, Mark
Greene of Louisville, made a similar
request of U.S. District Judge Tom
Russell, who was to hear the malprac-
tice suit.

Citing a Kentucky Supreme Court
ruling last year that said hospital rec-
ords could be released in malpractice
cases, Russell ordered Lourdes in Jan-
uary to turn over most of Curtsinger’s
peer-review files to the plaintiffs.

However, he declined to release the
critical document, saying it “had no
relevance” in the case. He ordered
the document sealed.

McMurry said Lourdes had agreed
to pay $500,000, and $1 million would
be covered by Curtsinger’s malprac-
tice insurance.

Greene, Curtsinger’s attorney,
could not be reached for comment.
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